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SEYCHELLES, LIBYA START BIG FISHING VENTURE 


Victoria NATION in English 21 Dec 81 pl 


(Text } 


T HE development of the 
fishing industry in Sey- 
chelles is set to start its first 
big industrial activity follow- 
ing tte launching of a j int 
Seychellois-Libyan Arab Fish- 
ing Company with an initial 
Capital of &. 19 million. 


An agreement on the for- 
mation of this joint company 
was signed on Friday by Mr. 
Guy Morel, the Chairman of 
the Fishing Develcpment 
Company (SEY), and Mr. You- 
sef Abdeimula, the Director of 
Planning in the Libyan Arab 
Foreign investment Company. 
The setting-up of the joint 
venture foliows the signing of 
a bilateral agreement in May 
this year when Prosident 
France Albert René headed a 
dolecaton t> the Libyan Ja- 
matiriyah 


Seyche les has a 51 perce vl 
share in the venture, while the 
Lipvan Arab Fereian invest- 
ment Company is to contri- 


crn: 5200/5620 


bute the remainder. A board 


tivittes but wil) probably go in 
for d:ep sea fishing and pro- 
mote an export market. 

Seychelles Fishing Devel~p- 
ment Comoany's Genera’ Ma- 
nager, Mr Jacquelin Lablache. 
dercribing the venture as a 
gcod example of Soutn-Soutn 
cooperation, said Seychelles 
had the fish and with Libyan 
financia’ assistance, he was 
optimistic this joint fishing ac- 
tivity would prove fruitful. 

Mr Lablache also regarded 
the venture as proof of imple- 
menting the government's po- 
licy to develop the fishing in- 
dustr:, as fishing is expected 
to beeome the bread-winner of 
the Sevchetlois people 

















FISHERMEN ANGRY OVER ACCORD ON JAPANESE TUNA FISHING 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 7 Nov 81 p 40 
[Text] The Australian Fishing Industry Council has reacted 


angrily to the new agreement allowing the Japanese blue-fin 
tuna fishing fleet into Australian water. 
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HUGE TOWER FOR OFFSHORE DRILLING BEING BUILT IN JAPAN 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 7 Nov 81 p 18 


[Article by Marget Lang: 


Text] 


CSO: 


Even |! on ite side 
in the shipyard at Tsu 
300k 


the landscape for ki- 
lometres around 
lipright, standing 150 
metres high, i would 
make Allendal»s 


of steel, the fon 
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AUSTRALIA 




















AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


BASS STRAIT WELL--Bass Strait well West Seahorse No 1, which has flowed oil at 
the rate of 1800 barrels a day, has been plugged and left as a suspended dis- 
covery well, consortium member Beach Petroleum NL said yesterday. Beach said 
drill ship Petromar North Sea was anchoring at the location of the next well 
in the series, Baleen No 1, also in permit Vic/Pll. The new well would be in 
about 53 metres of water and programmed to a depth of 1,000 metres. [Text] 
[Melbourne THE AGE in English 5 Nov 81 p 27] 


SEIZURE OF TAIWAN BOAT--Brisbane--A Taiwanese fishing boat, impounded on the 
Great Barrier Reef, was being escorted intc Cairns under guard last night. The 
boat was boarded in a combined navy-air force operation at 6 pm on Saturday. 
[Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 9 Nov 81 p 18] 


CSO: 5200/7511 











BANGLADESH 


aa 





eee 


iin 


ae e- Ltt 


rE: 
patie! bce lt : 


eee 
5200/7018 


(Text) 


DELEGATE TO INTERNATIONAL WATERWAYS TALKS RETURNS 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 19 Dec 81 p 8 
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MALAYSIA 


BEACONS TO HARK SEA BOUNDARY WITH THAILAND 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 23 Nov 81 p 4 
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MALAYSIA 


DRAFT TREATY WITH INDONESIA ON WATERS IN SOUTH CHINA SEA 


Kuala Lampur BUSINESS TIMES in English 3 Dec 81 p 20 
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MALAYSIA 


fRAFFIC SEPARATION SCHEME IN STRAITS OF MALACCA 


Kuala tasmpur BUSINESS TIMES itn English 12 Dec 81 p 6 
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MAURITANIA 


COUNTRY ADOPTS STERN MEASURES TO CHECK ILLEGAL FISHING 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 17 Dec 81 p 48 
[Article by Alf CG. Andersen | 


[Text] For several weeks three Norwegian fishermen have been interned in a hotel 
room in Nouadhibou. We can definitely assume that they are not faring well. For 
Nouadhibou is no earthiy paradise. On the contrary, say those who out of duty or 
by accident have visited this fishing town in Mauritania in West Africa. The 
town Lies on the borderline between two elements--the Atlantic Ocean and the 
sands of the Sahara. People in Nouadhibou breathe a sigh of relief when the tem- 
perature falls down toward plus 30-35 degrees [c]. 


A stifling hot hotel room in Nouadhibou is not a good place to spend the day. It 
must be an extra source of bitterness for the three fishermen that they are in- 
terned through no fauit of their own. They have not broken any laws but must 
suffer for the mistakes of others. 


The internment in Novadhibou is a continuation of the drama involving the “Agbo- 
do"--the Nigerian fishing vessel that was “hijacked” by its crew and sailed to 
Norway because the shipping firm was tardy in paying wages. Some of the crew, in- 
cluding officers, were Norwegian and it was the Norwegian firm, Nortraders, Inc., 
that had handled contacts with the Nigerian shipping firm, Nigerian National Fish 
Company (NNFC). When the sailors took off with the vessel NNFC reported the crew 
and Interpol was involved, Authorities in Mauritania weve asked to arrest the 
crew. In Norway the “Agbodo" was released and it was taken to Nouadhibou by a dif- 
ferent crew and a third crew took over the ship in Nouvadhibou to continue the 
fishing that had been interrupted. But in the meantime the warrant for the crew 
came from Lagos to the authorities in Mauritania and the crew was interned. 


Director Gerdt Lovold of Nortraders told AFTENPOSTEN that the shipping firm in 
Lagos has long since told authe-ities there to see to it that the crew is released 
but “for administrative reasons the authorities in Lagos have not yet been able 

to pass this information on to Mauritania.” 


Thus the fishermen are interned in Nousdhibou still “for administrative reasons" 
and no one knows when they will be released. 

















Why put so much emphasis on fishing off the shores of Mauritania when conditions 
are obviously so difficult? 


For those who are jiown there the answer is clear. Off the barren strip of coast 
with sand dunes that extent right into the sea one can find the richest fishing 
banks in the world! A fishing fleet from 10-15 nations fights over the resources-- 
and they fish as if each day would be the last. It is overfishing without any 
parallel in history, say several of those who have worked down there. And it is 
the foreigners who are active. The local population is little involved or not 
involved at all in catching and using the fish. Most of the fish is scooped up 

by factory ships that send the catch to fish-eating nations such as Algeria, 
Nigeria, Egypt and East European courtries without the fish ever being brought 
ashore on Mauritania. 


No one knows for sure how much is caught each year. But experts believe it could 
involve a million tons. And before the country got a 200-mile zone the Russians 
alone caught around a million and a half tons of fish a year. The overfishing 
was so intense that a fish like horse mackerel was seriously threatened. A Rus- 
sian armada of around 2000 ships swept the ocean with its “hair nets." But this 
greediness was punished. When the 200-mile ecoromic zone was established the 
Russians were not given a license and today the Russians do not have permission 
to fish in Mauritanian waters. 


Today it is Interpeche that dominates fishing off the Mauritanian coast. Boats 
irom this shipping company catch about half of the total haul and most of it is 
turned into fish meal. But no one knows how long Interpeche will stay in these 
waters. It is no secret that South African capital stands behind it in Central 
America. 


“The fishing here is fantastic," skipper Per Olversoy on the trawler “Kifi" told 
AFTENPOSTEN. "When the fishing is good it takes us 30-40 minutes to fill the 
boat, that's around 3000 hectoliters. The fish is frozen whole and shipped to 
Nigeria where the demand for fish is almost insatiable. Others bring some to 
Egypt and the big Romanian fleet down here ships what isn't sold to the African 
lands to East Europe." 





Bul even though there are enormous resources and the fishing supervision is pri- 
marily a paper tiger it is not a free-for-all. For once the authorities get hold 
of someone who has not paid a license fee or is fishing with illegal equipment 
the sinner is heavily punished. The boat is immediately seized, the haul is con- 
fiscated and the vessel languishes in the harbor basin until it sinks as a result 
of lack of maintenance. The crew is arrested and can risk internment -or months. 
"We follow the rules,” said skipper Olversoy who did not want any conflicts with 
the authoritics. 


There are strict terms for being allowed to fish. The fleet pays a license fee 
according to gross tonnage. A trawler has to come up witt $1000 per ton a year. 
The money is paid to the authorities in advance. One can only hope the money 
benefits the local population, sighs a UN official who doesn't have to be very 
imaginative to assume that precisely the opposite is the case. Corruption is a 
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big problem and the country itself is ome of the poorest in the world. Represen- 
tatives of the UN food program, FAO, are in Mauritania to help build up a local 
fishing industry but this work is very difficult. The people themselves eat very 
little fish and foreigners are reluctant to land fish in Novadhitou. Therefore 
the United Nations work is heavy going and gets only conditional support from the 
authorities--i.e. the relatively few rich families who run the country. 


"It isn't easy to set up agreements," said a resigned UN official. “Since we 
really got going in 1978 there have been 13 changes in government. Each time we 
get a satisfactory agreement with the minister of fisheries he is removed and we 
have to start from the very beginning again. No, conditions are not satisfactory. 
There are almost no jobs here. We could have provided some with the help of the 
fishing industry. But to do that we would have to start out by training local 
people both as officers and as crew members in the fishing fleet. Today many of 
the vessels have restrictions that a certain percentage of the crew must be hired 
locally but the system works poorly, especially when we know that the agents who 
recruit local fishermen greedily take half their pay.” 


Today there is a handful of Norwegian fishermen in Mauritania. They don't give 

up even though conditions are difficult. For when things go smoothly, wages are 
paid as planned and there are enough fish--then a lot of. money can be earned. 

And there are opportunities here for several Norwegian boats. But Norwegian fresh 
fish trawlers cannot be used. They would have to be rebuilt as freezer ships. 

In an entirely different vein there is a job here for Norwegian development aid. 


“Cooperation between development aid and industry should give Mauritania the 
initial help that is needed,” said Gerdt Lovold. "For fishing is something Norway 
is good at. And if we can help give Mauritania a start in development while at the 
same time we use the unused capacity of Norwegian fisheries both sides will bene- 
fit. Perhaps one could even help establish industries that would be profitable,” 
said Lovold. 


Not much is needed to create jobs. WNNFC ships its products from the harbor in 
Nouadhibou and even though the production takes place on board the ships this 
means the town gets at least 100 more jobs that way. 


But even though the Mauritanians eat Little fish themselves there is some primi- 
tive coastal fishing. Some make a living by casting their nets from the shore. 
Others operate with sirple flatbottomed boats--and all make good catches. 


it is not unusual to see fishermen haul in several hundred kilograms of fish in a 
single cast from shore. Ard the boats come in fully loaded with shining live 
fish that are sold immediately on shore. 


But a cable length from shore the trawlers chug back and forth, sometimes so 

close to land they almost run aground. And the trawlers take the fish they want. 
Unwanted fish are dumped. One morning the beach was entirely covered with dead 
fish. We walked several kilometers to see if the dead fish were a local phenom- 
enon. But there were fish as far as the eye could see. An unpleasant and depres- 
sing sight. Food rotting in a hungry world--and in a poverty-stricken country. 


6578 
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MAURITIUS 


BRIEFS 


VISH CATCH DOUBLES--Whereas the average daily catch in October/November is usually 
2,000 pounds, this year it is between 4,000 and 6,000 pounds. This increase 

creates a serious stockage problem. Some people are worried that overfishing 

by Seine is taking place, especially during this period of reproduction. [Excerpts] 
[Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 9 Dec 81 p 1] 
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SEYCHELLES 


BRIEFS 


ROK BOATS SEIZED--London, 12 Jan (AFP)--Two South Korean fishing vessels have 
been arrested by Seychelles authorities during the past four days on charges 
of fishing illegally within the islands’ 12-mile territorial waters, according 
lo reports reaching the Lloyds Shipping Oryjjanisation here. The boats are 
reported to be the Panamanian registered “Tae Wong" and its sistership 

“iNaeng Bok,” both stated to be South Korean-owned. [Text] [NC121819 Paris 

AFP in English 1719 GMT 12 Jan 82) 


CSO: 5200/5621 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


NORWAY'S AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE COMPLAINS OF PARIS EC VETO 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 5 Jan 82 p 9 
[Report by Elisabeth Holte, AFTENPOSTEN correspondent ] 


|Text] Monday afternoon [11 January] Georg Kristiansen, Nor- 
wegian ambassador to France, expressed to Francis Gutmann, 
ministeriai counselor in the French Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs, Norway's concern over the halting of Norwegian fishing 
in the EC zone. 


It was the French veto of the package agreement on fishing between the EC and 
third countries that led to Norwegian fishermen's being temporarily excluded now 
from mackerel fishing west of Great Britain. 


At the same time, according to NTB [Norsk Telegrambyra], Norway protested to the 
EC against the agreement on mutual fishing rights not being ;ut intoeffect because 
of the French veto. In the note of protest, presented to the EC Commission, it 
is made clear that because Norwegizia fishermen do not start their fishing at the 
beginning of the year as provided in the agreement, Norway reserves the right to 
renegotiate concerning the quotas for 1982. 


In the Norwegian message, which Ambassador Kristiansen presented orally, it is 
stated that Norway is informed that France has expressed reservations against the 
package agreement of which Norway's mackerel fishing west of Great Britain is a 
part, and that this has caused great concern. Norway kas therefore, for its part, 
has determined that EC fishing in the Norwegian zone shall cease as of 1 January; 
i.c., that Norway is immediately repaying the EC in the same coin. 


In addition to Ambassador Kristiansen's oral statement of the Norwegian concern 
over the situation that has arisen, he left a note explaining the facts of the 
casc. 


it was iate in the day on 30 December that Norway was informed that France had 
blocked the fishery package because the agreement on fishing off the Faroes, in 
which France itself is greatly interested, is still not clear. 


The fisheries agreement between Norway and the EC embraces three categories of 
fishing: Norwegian fishing west of Great Britain amounting to 16,000 tons of 
mackerel, which was thus stopped when France cast its veto, and where 25 purse 
scine boats are now affected. The agreement also includes, for the EC, 12,000 


lk 

















tons of cod, pollack, and haddock north of the 62nd degree of latitude, which is 
regulated by the Norwegian-Sovict fishery agreement, and also fishing for the 
common stock of cod and pollack in the North Sea, 


According to Otto Hansen, fishery counselor at the Norwegian embassy in Brussels, 
there is nothing morc Norway can do but wait for the EC countries to find a 


solution such that the agreement can be signed. It was initialed on 19 December. 


The agreement has a number of fishing policy aspects, but the agreement with 
Canada, which in practice has been in effect since last fall, was signed between 
Christmas and New Year's. What the whole thing ran aground on was the agreement 
with the Faroes, in which France is especially interested, since French fishermen 
were pushed out of the islands' fishing waters. France is therefore refusing to 
approve the package before the Facroes question is solved. 


At the same time NTB-RB reports from Copenhagen that the Danish government is 
stepping up the work on getting France to approve the fishery agreement with Norway. 


The surprising opposition by the French means that several hundred Danish cutters 
are excluded from their traditional fishing in the Norwegian zone. 


France stands alone in its opposition, and Denmark can expect support from the 
other members of the EC in the attempt to get France to approve the complete agree- 
ment . 

Normally 420 Danish cutters are allowed to engage in industrial fishing in the 
Norwegian zone. In addition there are a number of cutturs that engage in fishing 
for food fish. 


8815 
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NORWAY 


WILLOCH GOVERNMENT SEEN PLACING NEW EMPHASIS ON JAN MAYEN 
Copenhagen INFORMATION in Danish 5-6 Dec 81 p 2 
[Commentary by Ole Kromann | 


[Text] Oslo--On 18 November 24-hour winter darkness fell over the tiny Arctic 
rock island, Jan Mayen, in the middle of the triangle of Norway-Iceland-Greenl and 
in the area the Norwegians call the Norwegian Sea. 


There is a good deal of symbolism in that darkness for the same pitch-bleck 
obscurity seems to hover over the chances of solving the border problems and 
fishing rights disputes dividing Norway-Greenland-Denmark. 


The major actors in this Danish-Norwegian drama have been partially replaced 
since Oslo decided on 7 September to call a “truce"in the fishing conflict. The 
new government scent Ambassador Jens Evensen offstage and Foreign Ministry office 
manager Egil Amlie has now entered from the wings. 


It will be his job along with his Danish counterpart to spread light in the dark- 
ness when the two negotiation delegations meet in Copenhagen on Tuesday. 15 Decem- 
ber. It will be a l-day meeting on the civil servant level and Egil Amlie does 
not think it will make any difference if Denmark has changed its government by 
then as 4 result of the parliamentary election on 8 December. 


During the conflict between Norway on the cone hand and Iceland and Denmark/ 


Greenland on the other, both NATO and EC have stood in the wings and kept an eye 
on the actors onstage. 


NATO feats a Norwegian-Icelandic conflict due to the sensitive problem of the 
American Keflavik base which is drawn out as a stumbling block from time to time 
in conflicts in which Iceland feels its honor has been impugned. 


Now Norway and ‘celand have agreed on 22 October 1981 that the dividing line for 
the continental shelf between Iceland and Jan Mayen should follow the dividing 
line for their 200-nautical-mile economic zones and that they should cooperate on 
exploxving and exploiting any oil finds made in a more Limited area lying on both 
sides of the dividing Line. 
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Norway made concessions out of consideration that 75 percent of Iceland's product 
exports are fishery products and that although only 15 percent of the Icelandic 
people are employed in fishing activities the revenue from the branch accounts 
for between 16 and 17 percent of the Gross National Product. 


There has been criticism in Denmark that we didn’t put more emphasis on Green- 
land's dependence on fishing in contrast to a tiny rocky island with a handful of 
people and no fishing industry. 


In Norway the question has been raised of whether it is in the interests of Nor- 
way that Greenland remain in EC. In the referendum in 1972 around 70 percent of 
the population of Greenland voted against EC but Denmark reached an agreement 
with the Greenland home rule g>vernment that a final decision would be made after 
a popular referendum is held in 1982. 


There is said to be a large majority in Greenland still favoring withdrawal from 
EC but a hard Norwegian stand on a full 200-nautical-mile zone around Greenland 
could bring authorities in Greenland and Denmark closer to each other which would 
give EC a chan:e to step forward as the defender of the home rule government and 
the people o:! Greenland and change a Greenlan:: no into a yes for EC. 


At the moment EC cannot intervene in the dispute but following an agreement with 
Denmark the Danish area will be counted as EC waters after which the EC Commis- 
sion will determine how much fishing each EC country will be allowed to do in the 
area, 


It is well-known that Kaare Willoch's Conservative minority government has removed 
Ambassador Jens Evensen as leader of the negotiations with the Soviet Union on 
the borderlines in the Barents Sea and with Denmark/Greenland in the Jan Mayen 
conflict but he is still international law of the sea negotiator and as such he 
will help determine whether Norway has a right to draw a 200-nautical-mile eco- 
nomic zone around a Little almost uninhabited rocky island without an independent 
trade basis. 


The vital point is whether Jan Mayen can support the designation “rocky island” 
or whether the 372 square kilometer area can simply be regarded as “rocks.” 


In Article 121, Paragraph 3 of the preliminary draft of an ocean treaty to be 
discussed next year it says that “rocks that cannot provide a basis for human 
habitation or independent economic activity shall not have their own economic 
yone or continental shelf." 


Naturally Norway claims that Jan Mayen is not just a few almost uninhabitable 
rocks in the Norwegian Sea but that nothing prevents permanent occupation of the 
island and that it could very well be that there would be independent economic 
activity there in the future in connection with fishing or oil activity. 


Today there is no fishing port and scarcely any harbor facilities on the island 
and only 30-35 people live there operating a meteorological station under the 
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supervision of the armed forces and looking after the Loran-C station that is 
among other things a vital navigational tool for American nuclear-armed submarines 


in the North Atlantic. 


The new Norwegian government is obligated by the position taken by such people as 
Prime Minister Kaare Willoch when he was in the opposition. Thus Kaare Willoch 
made these remarks on 13 May 1980 in a criticism of the Social Democratic govern- 
ment’s negotiating tactics with Denmark/Greenland: 


“It is now particularly ‘mportant that the government (Odvar Nordli’s) quickly 
carries out the formal establishment of the Jan Mayen zone to a midline between 
Jan Mayen and Greenland so that it will be quite clear that Nerway cannot accept 
any deviations from the midline.... There are no traditional Greenland or Danish 
fishing interests in the area involved that would justify any further restriction 
of the Norwegian zone.” 


The Conservative chairman at that time, Erling Norvik, was just as aggrossively 
critical in August 1979 and he advocated "a hard line” with respect to Denmark/ 


Greenland. 


Today he is an undersecretary in the prime minister's office and Kaare Willoch's 
right hand. 


At the end of January the sun will return to Jan Mayen, Perhaps by then they 
will look at the situation with more clarity in Oslo, Copenhagen and Godthab. 
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